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Summary

The planning of  our towns and cities has become too 
dependent on high rates of  economic growth. Consequently, 
UK planning is largely powerless to improve local environments in 
circumstances where the pressure of  market demand is not present. 

A community-based approach offers an alternative to growth-
dependent planning which looks to new ways of  providing new 
development. A community-based approach to planning would 
encompass development land trusts and self-build, new modes 
of  providing and managing community assets, and new ideas for 
protecting and improving areas. 

Embedding this alternative approach within UK planning requires 
a set of  reforms encompassing:

o new planning guidance; 
o new planning tools; and  
o new forms of  community engagement. 

Introduction

The planning of our towns and cities has become too dependent 
on high rates of economic growth. It predominantly works by 
encouraging market-led development and then negotiating for a 
share of the development profits to be used for local community 






