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climate change. By incorporating health expertise in to national 
decision-making processes, governments can ensure that 
mitigation and adaptation interventions are designed in a way 
that maximises public health and human wellbeing.

Climate change threatens all sectors of 
the economy
The private sector, health organistions, and individuals all have an 
important role to play in addressing the threat of climate change 
to health. However, ultimately there is a need for national and 
international policymakers to act urgently across all sectors, and 
take a strategic leadership role in raising awareness and committing 
adequate and sustainable resources to reduce the worst impacts of 
climate change over the long term.

The 2015 Lancet Commission reviews the impacts of climate 
change on human health, and discusses the adaptation and 
mitigation policies available to protect and improve public health, 
providing key recommendations for national policy makers.  

Global environmental change – local 
consequences 
With current greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions projections showing 



towards greater vulnerability to climate risks.’ Ecological processes 
(e.g. impacts on biodiversity and changes in disease vectors) and 
social dynamics may amplify the risk.

Ultimately, the Commission estimates an additional 3 billion 
exposure events of heatwave for elderly populations, 1.4 billion 
additional person drought exposure events, and 2 billion additional 
‘flood’ events, annually by the end of the century.
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