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EDITORIALS

handed surgeons are a little more bilateral than their right 
handed colleagues.

Few surgeons work alone—they have assistants who 
mop, swab, suck, cut, and hand them instruments when 
needed. The 19th century surgeon, Sir Benjamin Brodie, 
recognised the problem when he wrote, “How much 
inconvenience would arise were it necessary for differ‑
ent individuals to co-operate in manual operations, if 
some were to use one hand and some the other?”7 It is a 
good point because left handed people may be disadvan




