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Twins have always attracted attentionÐ Romulus and Remus, Castor and Pollux,

Jacob and Esau, Fafner and Fasold; there has always been intrigue, mystery and

confusion surrounding two-in-one and one-in-two. The interest for Laterality and

lateralisation is compounded, because if it is the difference between an

individual’ s two sides that results in laterality, how are those two sides

represented in twins, particularly monozygotic twins that once were one? This

Special Issue of Laterality clearly indicates a continuing interest in the

relationship of twinning and laterality, and it is a particular pleasure to include

both biological and neuropsychological papers. The editors’ job has been

particularly easy since all but one of the papers were submitted spontaneously,

and the only editorial tasks were the pleasant ones of putting them together, and

writing a light-hearted introduction to accompany the heavier but extremely

interesting scisstin
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The problems of asymmetry and twinning start even with the very words

themselves. Both words are wh



(cap-puc-cino); Latin languages seem here to be systematically different from

Germanic (Delattre, 1971) . The phonetic difference is a matter of subtleties of

timing, and it is therefore interesting in the context of handedness (McManus &

Cornish, 1997) that the perception and production of geminates may be

cerebellar in origin (Ivry & Gopal, 1993) .

What about asymmetry



enclosing a manuscript I had written; the charming letter in reply had the

gentlest of admonishments: ``you should notice asymmetry itself has an

asymmetry which you have neglected’ ’ .
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