
CONFIRMED 
 

 
 

�/�2�1�'�2�1�¶�6���*�/�2�%�$�/���8�1�,�9�(�5�6�,�7�<         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

RESEARCH DEGREES COMMITTEE 
 
 

20 March  2017 
 
 

M I N U T E S 
 

Present: Professor David Bogle (Chair), 
Dr Simon Banks, Dr Elvira Bramon, Mr Ben Colvill, Mr Mark Crawford, Professor Alison Diduck, Professor Dilly Fung, 
Professor Kirsten Harvey, Dr Stephen Marshall, Ms Helen Notter, Professor Martin Oliver, Mr Derfel Owen, Dr Hynek 

Pikhart, Dr Ruth Siddall, Professor Joy Sleeman, Dr David Spratt, Professor Kaila Srai and Dr Andrew Stoker 
 

In attendance: Mr Rik Ganly-Thomas (vice Dr Virginia Mantouvalou), Ms Rowena Lamb for item 25, Professor Tania 
Monteiro (vice Dr Caroline Essex), Ms Caroline Ransom (vice Dr Sally Leevers), Dr Sam Smidt (vice Professor Dilly 

Fung), Mr Gary Smith for items 21 and 22, Mr Simon To for item 27, Mr Rob Traynor for item 28 and Ms Lizzie Vinton 
(Secretary) 

 
Apologies received from: Ms Wendy Appleby, Professor Alison Diduck, Dr Caroline Essex, Professor Dilly Fung, Dr 

Sally Leevers, Dr Virginia Mantouvalou, Dr Benet Salway and Professor Anthony Smith 
 

Key to abbreviations: 
A&H  Arts and Humanities (Faculty of) 
AC Academic Committee 
CRS Completing Research Student 

 
RDC Research Degrees Committee 
REF Research Excellence Framework 
SDS Student Data Services (Student and Registry Services)  
SHS Social and Historical Sciences (Faculty of) 
SMT 
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20 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

 
20A UCLU PGTA Report  

(RDC Minute 8, 18.10.16) 
20A.1 The Chair reported that he had followed up the key issues arising from the report with the Director 

of HR. HR are considering the matters raised and how they might be addressed, and would report 
back to the June RDC meeting. 
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Action: Head of Student Data Services  
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This was designed to cover Research Integrity overall, but would differ for staff and 
students. The group felt that a certificate should be awarded once students had completed 
the training, but had not yet agreed a proposal for what that might look like. Additional 
online resources would be required to manage capacity for 5000+ students and the online 
courses proposed would need to be developed. It was noted that more detail on this would 
be provided in the next report. The group will also consider whether mandatory training 
could be recorded through the research log.  

f) It was noted that, in many cases, practical training revolved around the Dilemma Game, 
which enables staff and students to consider Research Integrity together. More work was 
needed to raise awareness of this. 

 

25.3 The following points were noted in the discussion: 
a) Some concerns were expressed as to how it would be delivered by departments. It was 

noted that most of the suggestion would draw on 
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c) It was noted that the location of space for PGR students varied considerably across the 
faculties. Reported that the Faculty of Engineering found it a struggle not having colocation 
of supervisors and their research area, which tended to have a significant negative impact 
in keeping PGR students together.  

d) There were also issues with the quality of space, as well as the quantity. Common rooms, 
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a) Members queried how the difficulties in recruiting PGR StARS might be addressed. There 
were currently128 PGR StARS, 11% of the total, some way below the proportion of PGR 
students at UCL. 

b) Concerns were raised regarding the performance of some existing StARS on the committees 
and how they engaged with the role. Those who were elected are sometimes the least 
engaged and the yearly elections could �P�D�N�H���L�W���G�L�I�I�L�F�X�O�W���W�R���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���D�U�H�Q�¶�W���H�Q�J�D�J�L�Q�J�� 
There was also an issue of non-attendance by the StARs at the meetings.  

c) Members requested a breakdown of the number of PGR StARs for each faculty.  

d) The StARS Steering Group had requested that RDC help to promote PGR representation, 
particularly with the right way to address the students. It was acknowledged that the 
terminology used (SSCCs and StARS itself) were problematic, as many PGR students saw 
themselves as early career researchers more than students and tended to have a much 
stronger association with their departments, rather than connection to their Faculty. 

e) The Chair thanked the StARS Steering Group for their report.  
 

28 FACULTY RESEARCH DEGREE COMMITTEES DRAFT TERMS OF REFERENCE  
 

28.1 Received:  The paper at RDC 02-08 (16-17) presented by the Quality Assurance Coordinator 
(Academic Services). 
 

28.2 The Quality Assurance Coordinator reported the following: 

a) Draft terms of reference for these committees are outlined in the paper at RDC 02-08 (16-17). 

b) 
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PART III: OTHER MATTERS FOR APPROVAL OR INFORMATION  
 

 
30 NEW AND AMENDED PROGRAMMES �$�1�'���4�8�$�/�,�)�,�&�$�7�,�2�1�6���$�3�3�5�2�9�(�'���%�<���5�'�&���&�+�$�,�5�¶�6��

ACTION 
 

30.1 Noted:  The �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H�V���D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G���E�\���5�'�&���F�K�D�L�U�¶�V���D�F�W�L�R�Q at RDC 02-10 (16-17). 
 

31 MINUTES OF SUB COMMITTEES 
 

31A Approved  �± the Minutes of the StARs Steering Group held 8 November 2016 at RDC 02-11 (16-
17). 

 

32 SUSPENSIONS OF REGULATIONS REPORT  
 

32.1 Approved:  The suspensions of regulations at RDC 02-12 (16-17). 
 

33 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

33A Codes for Programmes  
33A.1 


