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Summary 

This briefing sets out five key questions which Conservative MPs and others are encouraged to ask 

the party leadership candidates, based on recent public, parliamentary and expert concerns: 

1. Will you commit to strengthening the standards system? 

2. What will you do to rebuild parliamentôs scrutiny role? 

3. How will you defend the rule of law? 

4. Will you abide by long-established constitutional norms? 

5. Will you robustly defend our core political institutions and checks and balances? 

 

Boris Johnsonôs premiership has been marked by ever-growing concerns about the maintenance of 

various constitutional standards, which in recent days have reached fever pitch. These were echoed 

repeatedly in ministerial resignation statements and calls for him to go. Recent opinion polls 
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¶ The 2019 Conservative Party manifesto said that the UK had been óparalysed by a broken 

Parliament that simply refuses to deliver Brexitô, and that óMPs ha[d] devoted themselves to 

thwarting the democratic decision of the British peopleô. Most parliamentarians were in good faith 

trying to do their jobs, and Johnson was among those who had blocked Theresa Mayôs Brexit deal. 

¶ Key ministers failed to defend the judiciary robustly against media attack, when judges were 

referred to as óenemies of the peopleô. Indeed, some ministers echoed that same rhetoric. 

¶ Cabinet ministers claimed that policy is being blocked by óremainer civil servantsô or ólefty lawyersô. 

A healthy democracy depends on checks and balances, and crucially on public support for core 

constitutional bodies such as parliament and the courts. Candidates should be pressed on whether 

they will defend these principles, and insist on an end to such denigratory rhetoric. 

CONCLUSION 

The UK has long been a stable democracy, respected by numerous other countries around the world. 

That reputation has recently been badly tarnished. Meanwhile, experience in other countries such as 

the US has illustrated how easily constitutional norms and institutions can be weakened, and how 

vulnerable seemingly stable democracies can be. There are increasing international concerns about 

the phenomenon of ódemocratic backslidingô. 

The Conservative Party has traditionally been a stern defender of constitutional traditions, of the 

importance of deference to norms and respect for the core bodies in the constitution. Recent events 

have brought that into question, and the current leadership contest offers an important opportunity for 

the party to reassert these essential values. 
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