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Public	  opinion	  

The	  national	  polls	  (which	  in	  
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How	  would	  the	  devolved	  nations	  be	  represented	  during	  the	  Brexit	  negotiations?	  

The	  devolved	  administrations	  were	  marginalised	  during	   the	   renegotiation	  of	   the	   terms	  of	   the	  
UK’s	   membership	   which	   preceded	   the	   EU	   referendum.	   	   Whitehall	   made	   it	   clear	   that	   EU	  
membership	  is	  a	  matter	  of	  foreign	  policy	  and	  therefore	  a	  reserved	  matter,	  for	  the	  UK	  government	  
to	  determine	  exclusively.	  	  David	  Lidington,	  the	  Minister	  for	  Europe,	  refused	  invitations	  from	  the	  
devolved	  assemblies	  to	  discuss	  the	  agenda	  for	  reform	  of	  the	  UK’s	  membership,	  even	  though	  there	  
is	  significant	  overlap	  between	  devolved	  policy	  areas	  and	  fields	  of	  EU	  activity.	  	  
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Our	  speakers	  differed	  slightly	  in	  their	  views	  on	  what	  would	  happen	  if	  Westminster	  changed	  the	  
powers	  of	  the	  devolved	  governments	  by	  removing	  their	  obligation	  to	  comply	  with	  EU	  law	  without	  
their	  consent.	  	  Jim	  Gallagher	  
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