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Executive Summary 

This Briefing examines the number of peers likely to be contained in a 'stage 
two' second chamber, once the hereditary peers have been removed. The 
purpose of the analysis is to explore what balance might need to be achieved 
between the party groups, and to assess the impact of a retirement age. 

Baseline 

Once the hereditary 





Introduction 

Should the House of Lords Bill, currently progressing through Parliament, be 
passed, it will have two effects on the composition of the second chamber. 
First, it will reduce by over half the overall size of 



Table I - Baseline composition of the Lords 

Party j Life peers j 

Conservative i 169 ; .................... ............................ .> 



Weatherill Amendment, the method of electing replacement peers is to 



The effect of a retirement age would not be restricted to a one off reduction in 
the number of peers, but would effect a continuous reduction in numbers 
over time as peers reached the retirement age. Appendix 2 (1999-2006) and 
Appendix 3 (1999-2016) project forward the effect that retirement ages of 70, 
75 and 80 would have on each party.4 

The graphs show that a retirement age would have a large initial impact, 
followed by a gradual, relatively constant (c.14-15 peers per year), reduction 
in total numbers over time. The clear implication of any decision to introduce 
a retirement age (even one set at 80), is that a large number of new peers will 
need to be created to replace those lost to the second chamber. over 



average be 7.7 deaths. In other words, the factors serving 





We might thus assume that "proportionate increase" should not be taken to 
imply an exact linkage with a party's share of the popular vote, but 
represents a commitment on the part of the Government to increase the 
number of peers aligned to the minor parties, so that the composition of the 
second chamber moves towards a more representative situation. The analysis 
above has factored in an increase in the numbers for the Liberal Democrats. 
It has not produced similar figures for the territorial parties, since although 
the Government might make a more conscious effort to seek nominations 
from these parties, the numbers involved are unlikely to be great (particularly 
since the Scottish National Party does not nominate to peerages). 

A final issue brings us back to the effect of a retirement age which, as set out 
above (Table 3), would hold the most serious consequences for the Cross 
Bench peers. If the 



year, if it wishes to achieve parity by the time of the next election. This 
would increase the size of the Lords to over 600 peers. 

6. It is unlikely that the "proportional increase" in the number of peers from 
the Liberal Democrats and the minor parties implies that these 



Appendix 1 

Age distribution of peers, March 1999, by party 

(a) Conservative 

(b) Labour 

(c)  Liberal Democrats 



(4 Cross Bench 












