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Whitehall, February 6, 1952 

Upon the intimation that our late Most Gracious Sovereign King George the Sixth had died in his sleep at Sandringham in 
the early hours of this morning  the  Lords of the Privy Council assembled this day at St James’s Palace, and gave orders for 
proclaiming her present majesty: 

 Whereas it hath pleased Almighty God to call to His Mercy our late Sovereign Lord King George the Sixth of 
 Blessed and Glorious Memory by whor

 other Principal Gentlemen of Quality, with the Lord Mayor, Alderman and Citizens of London, do now hereby with 
 one voice  and Consent of Tongue  and Heart publish and proclaim that the High and Mighty Princess Elizabeth  
 Alexandra Mary is now, by the Death of our late Sovereign of Happy Memory, become Queen Elizabeth the Second, 
 by aith and constant Obedience, with hearty and humble 
 Affection; beseeching God, by whom Kings and Queens do reign, to bless the Royal Princess Elizabeth the Second 
 with long and happy Years to reign over us.  

  Given at St. James’s Palace this Sixth Day of February in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and 
  fifty-two.  

   Simonds C.   W. S. Morrison.     Harry Crookshank. Norfolk, E.M. 

   Winston S. Churchill. C. R. Attlee.      Leathers.   Ogmore. 

   David Maxwell Fyfe.  Waverley.      Selbourne.   James Griffiths. 

     Woolton.   Samuel.      Davidson.   Arthur G. Bottomley. 
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Chapter 1: Introduction 
1.1 In 2016 the Constitution Unit started a project looking at the declaration and oaths 

required of a new sovereign following accession. We did so because it is both a very long time - 

over sixty years – since the oaths were last sworn and, following succession, there is but a short 

time (in the case of the Scottish oath, no time) to review their content in the light of all the 

legislative and other changes since 1952.  

1.2 After consultation with interested parties, our first step was to write a discussion paper 

for a private seminar of constitutional experts, historians and theologians at the British Academy 

in October 2016.  We wanted in particular to test how much support there might be for trying to 

update and revise the wording of the oaths.  Amongst the twenty or so experts present, we 

found almost universal agreement that one or more of the oaths would benefit from updating; 

but also recognition of the serious political, legislative and timing difficulties which stand in the 

way. 

1.3 We then produced redrafts of the oaths which were circulated for comments and 

discussed at a second seminar in July 2017.  That led after a final round of consultation to this 

report. It is in five parts, discussing first, the historical and comparative background; second, 

what is the constitutional place and legal force of the oaths; third, their content; fourth, the case 

for revision, and difficulties involved; and, finally,
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not on the sovereign acting from grace but from a duty to uphold the laws and maintain the 

protestant religion.  

1.6 The Accession Declaration Oath had not been included in the original Declaration of 

Rights in February 1689 but was added – together with the ban on sovereigns marrying Roman 

Catholics – when the Declaration was later given statutory form as the Bill of Rights Act in 

December 1689.  

Current practices in other European monarchies 

1.7 The UK is unusual in having 
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canvass - to change the rules of royal succession or the royal style and titles; but their interests 
should not be ignored.   

1.10 Similarly, all Commonwealth countries will be sensitive to how the general relationship 
with the UK crown is expressed. Under the present law, the UK sovereign’s title includes the 
words ‘Head of the Commonwealth’, a title conferred on the present monarch by the then 
members of the Commonwealth.2 Whether Parliament would include the title in the customary 
legislation on title in the new reign would follow, no doubt, consultation with Commonwealth 
members. While accommodating realm and Commonwealth interests will not necessarily be a 
direct requirement, this international dimension should always be kept in view. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
2 See Annex B for the texts of the relevant legislation. The phrase ‘Head of the Commonwealth’ was first used in the 
Proclamation of Elizabeth II on her accession in 1952 as the result of a Commonwealth consultation in 1951 – see 
Murphy P. (2013) Monarchy and the End of Empire (Oxford, OUP), p. 50. It was not included in the formal Title until 
1953 and was not used when the Scottish oath was sworn by Elizabeth II. 
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Chapter 2: Constitutional and legal 

status of accession declaration and 

oaths 
2.1 The declaration made at the inaugural Privy Council clearly has a different status from 

the three statutory oaths. But it is equally a public and personal commitment to observing 

constitutional government. In essence, it comprises all the elements and more of what is actually 

required of other European sovereigns by t
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I need hardly say that My constant endeavour will be always to walk in Her footsteps. In 

undertaking the heavy load that now devolves upon Me. I am fully determined to be a 

Constitutional Sovereign in the strictest sense of the word, and as long as there is breath 

in My body to work for the good and amelioration of My people. 

I have resolved to be known by the name of Edward, which has been borne by six of My 

ancestors. In doing so I do not undervalue the name of Albert, which I inherit from My 

ever to be lamented, great and wise Father, who by universal consent is I think 

deservedly known by the name of Albert the Good, and I desire that his name should 

stand alone. 

In conclusion, I trust to Parliament and the Nation to support Me in the arduous duties  

which now devolve upon Me by inheritance, and to which I am determined to devote My 

whole strength during the remainder of My life.5



https://privycouncil.independent.gov.uk/privy-council/the-accession-council/


8 
 

Comment 

3.11 The question here is what, in light of the Church of Scotland Act 1921, the oath now adds 

and whether it is needed at all.11  The 1921 Act, designed to pave the way for repairing the Church 

of Scotland schism of 1843, gave full parliamentary recognition to the Church’s status as a national 

o
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for the sovereign to be in communion with the Church of England and, indeed, establishment 

itself - reflects a period of history that is now over. Amongst other things, the nature of religious 

belief in the UK has greatly changed. 

http://www.bsa.natcen.ac.uk/media-centre/latest-press-releases/bsa-34-record-number-of-brits-with-no-religion.aspx
http://www.bsa.natcen.ac.uk/media-centre/latest-press-releases/bsa-34-record-number-of-brits-with-no-religion.aspx
http://www.scotcen.org.uk/news-media/press-releases/2017/july/scots-with-no-religion-at-record-level/
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Chapter 4: Ideal reformulation 
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https://www.judiciary.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/judgment-interim-executive-board-of-al-hijrah-school-20171013.pdf
https://www.judiciary.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/judgment-interim-executive-board-of-al-hijrah-school-20171013.pdf
https://www.judiciary.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/judgment-interim-executive-board-of-al-hijrah-school-20171013.pdf
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Mini change 
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in the Gazette.  It would be similar to the explanatory statement we have proposed for the 

Scottish oath:  

In accordance with the Accession Oath Declaration Act, I shall willingly testify that I am 

a protestant, and that I will uphold the protestant succession to the throne. I wish also to 

make it clear that I will do everything within my power to support everyone’s right to 

freedom of thought, conscience, religion and belief. 

5.13 If there is scope to amend the oath, then the oath is best adapted to the context in which 

it is usually taken, the new monarch’s first meeting with Parliament.  The monarch could then 

swear, not just to uphold the laws of royal succession, but all the laws passed by Parliament, and 

to recognise the authority of Parliament.  Below are two versions of such an oath, the second 

being more fulsome than the first. 

Midi changes 

I, Charles the Third, by the Grace of God King of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
&c, do solemnly and sincerely declare that I will do my utmost to uphold the 
constitution, and the laws for the time being in force. 

Maxi change 

I, Charles the Third, by the Grace of God King of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

&c, do solemnly declare that I will to my power uphold the constitution, and I promise 

faithfully to carry out my duties as monarch according to all our laws and customs. 

(d) The Coronation Oath 

Introduction 

5.14 As explained above, it is the third and last part of the oath preserving the privileges of 

the Church of England that seems particularly dated. In recent years, the Church of England has 

developed a notably more ecumenical stance and has also been encouraged29 to take steps to 

occupy a leadership role as a conduit to government for, and protector of, all religions. As a 

result, its membership – without necessarily having engaged with the detail of the oath text - is 

likely to be sympathetic to introducing a more ecumenical slant to the last part of the oath.  

5.15 No specific proposals for change to the third part of the oath have yet appeared. If they 

do, while consultation with the realms would not be necessary, the immediate question would be 

whether the changes could be accommodated without fresh legislation when reliance on the 

doctrine of implied repeal would not seem to be available for amendments of the extent that may 

be required.  

5.16 In practice there are wider questions about the coronation oath than how, if at all, it 

should be amended. These questions apply also to the other statutory oaths and they go to the 

heart of the extent to which a modern, plural and democratic state should be involved in the 

endorsement of religion. These are not new questions and they extend to the underlying position 

which they reflect, namely establishment and the statutory requirement that the sovereign join in 

                                                             
29 See, for example, HM The Queen’s speech 15 February 2012 at an ecumenical event at Lambeth Palace - 
http://rowanwilliams.archbishopofcanterbury.org/articles.php/2358/the-queen-attends-multi-faith-reception-at-
lambeth-palace, accessed 14 October 2017. This has been criticised as ‘state Anglican multifaithism’ and unstable – 
Bonney N. (2013) Monarchy, religion and the state (Manchester, Manchester UP), pp. 131-143. 

http://rowanwilliams.archbishopofcanterbury.org/articles.php/2358/the-queen-attends-multi-faith-reception-at-lambeth-palace
http://rowanwilliams.archbishopofcanterbury.org/articles.php/2358/the-queen-attends-multi-faith-reception-at-lambeth-palace




19 
 

understanding and respect.  The third version moves from being Defender of the Faith, and 

upholding the rights of the Church of England, to being Defender of Faith, and upholding the 

rights of all people to observe their different faiths and religions. 

Mini change 

Will you solemnly promise and swear to ensure to the best of your ability that the 

Peoples of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, of the 

Commonwealth countries where you are monarch, and of your Possessions and other 

Territories are governed according to their respective laws and customs?  

I solemnly promise so to do. 

Will you to your power cause Law and Justice, in Mercy, to be executed in all your 

judgements?  

I will 

Will you to your power maintain in Great Britain the Protestant Reformed Religion 

established by law and maintain throughout the United Kingdom the protections and 

freedoms afforded in law to all types of religion and belief?  

 All this I promise to do. 

Midi changes 

Will you solemnly promise and swear to ensure to the best of your ability that the 

Peoples of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, of the 

Commonwealth countries where you are monarch, and of your Possessions and other 

Territories are governed according to their respective laws and customs?  

I solemnly promise so to do. 
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below,
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Chapter 6: Conclusions and 

recommendations 

General 

6.1 
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larger general announcement about coronation arrangements. Whatever the case, it 

should be accompanied by extensive and carefully prepared background briefing for 

the media, and the ‘Approved Souvenir Programme’ for the coronation should 

include reference to the substance of the Prime Minister’s statement. 

¶ Should the new King decide in favour of adopting preambular statements
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ANNEX A  

SUMMARY OF OPTIONS FOR THE ACCESSION DECLARATION AND 

UPDATING THE OATHS 

What follows lists the range of options for revising and updating the texts. Normally, 

three possible courses of amendment for the statutory oaths are considered on the 

following lines: 

¶ Incorporating implicit repeals, to the extent allowed by the doctrine of implied 

repeal; 

¶ Adding to the texts with a non-statutory preamble, or resorting instead to a 

Prime Ministerial explanatory statement with background briefing; and 

¶ Considering options for more radical change should opportunity for statutory 

revision arise.  

Accession Declaration 

2. Though not an oath as such, this is the first personal and official statement made by 

the new sovereign. It is important for establishing at the outset the setting in which the 

statutory formulae fall to be understood, especially if the ceremony is televised for the 

first time. Traditionally, the Declaration is drafted in the Household but shared with 

ministers before delivery. Formerly, the text was published only sometime after the event 

in a special supplement of the Official Gazette. 

3. A possible text might be on the following lines: 

It is with the greatest regret and profound sorrow that I am called upon to 

undertake the duties of King. My mother set such an exemplary model of 

devotion to duty that I am humbled by her achievements but at the same time 

inspired by them.  

To follow faithfully in her footsteps, I shall need the support of the whole nation.  

The United Kingdom has proud and ancient traditions, which now embrace 

people of many different faiths, beliefs and backgrounds.  Through the work of 

the Prince’s Trust I have long supported the fullest participation in our national 

life of everyone, regardless of their creed or colour or social background. As 

King I hope to continue that tradition of welcoming and nurturing everyone in 

our society, celebrating our individual and collective achievements and 

strengthening the ties that bind us together and preserving what is best in our 

heritage.   

I shall cherish and support the continuing and valued relationship with all 

Commonwealth countries and in particular those where the UK crown is 

retained. It is with a strong sense of honour and of obligation that I shall 

endeavour faithfully to execute all my public duties.  It is daunting to follow in 

the footsteps of someone so devoted to public service and inspired by her 

Christian faith as my mother; my one comfort is that I can look to her example, 

and to the support of the whole nation in doing so.  
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Scottish Oath 

4. If the current text is to be used without amendment, a preambular statement could be 

added: 

In accordance with the Act of Union that created Great Britain in 1707, I 

willingly swear the oath concerned with preserving the Presbyterian form of 

church government in Scotland. I am advised that the oath should now be read 

with later enactments that guarantee freedom for all forms of religion and belief 

throughout the United Kingdom. 

Text used in 1952 - 

I, Elizabeth the Second by the Grace of God of Great Britain, Ireland and the 

British dominions beyond the seas, Queen, Defender of the Faith, do faithfully 

promise and swear that I shall inviolably maintain and preserve the Settlement of 

the True Protestant Religion as established by the laws of Scotland in prosecution 

of the Claim of Right and particularly an Act entitled  an Act for the Securing the 

Protestant Religion and Presbyterian Church Government and by the Acts 

passed in both Kingdoms for the Union of the two Kingdoms, together with the 

Government, Worship, Discipline, Rights and Privileges of the Church of 

Scotland. 

5. Mini change – This and the Midi draft alternatives would not require 

legislation but the Maxi alternative would... 

I, Charles the Third, by the Grace of God of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

and of other Realms and Territories King, Head of the Commonwealth, 

Defender of the Faith, do faithfully promise and swear that I shall maintain and 

preserve the Church of Scotland as established by the laws of Scotland in 

prosecution of the Claim of Right and particularly an Act entitled an Act for 

Securing the Protestant Religion and Presbyterian Church Government, and by 

the Acts passed in England and Scotland for the Union of the two Kingdoms, 

and by the Church of Scotland Act 1921 and the Human Rights Act 1998. 

6. Reference to the 1921 and 1998 Acts could simply be added to the original version 

without need for legislation both because of the effect of the later legislation and the fact 

that the exact text, as opposed to the minimal content, of the oath was not in any case 

specified in the original Union legislation.  
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prosecution of the Claim of Right and by the Acts of Union, and as guaranteed 

also by subsequent legislation. 

8. More radical revision would require legislation to transform an oath to support the 

Presbyterian Church of Scotland into a much wider, more ambitious oath to uphold and 

support the Union, not just with Scotland but between all four nations of the UK: 

Maxi change 

I, Charles the Third, by the Grace of God of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

and of other Realms and Territories King &c, do faithfully promise and swear 

that I shall seek within my power to preserve the separate customs and traditions 

of each part of the Kingdom and the rights of all people living there, in particular 

their separate laws, languages and culture, and in all my words and deeds shall 

show respect for their institutions and traditions. 

 Oath under the Accession Declaration Act 1910 

9. If the current text is used without amendment, a preamble could be added: 

In accordance with the Accession Oath Declaration Act, I shall willingly testify 

that I am a protestant, and that I will uphold the protestant succession to the 

throne. I wish also to make it clear that I will do everything within my power to 

support everyone’s right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion and belief.   

Unchanged text 

I [monarch’s name] do solemnly and sincerely in the presence of God profess, 

testify and declare that I am a faithful protestant, and that I will, according to the 

true intent of the enactments which secure the protestant succession to the 

throne of my realm, uphold and maintain the said enactments to the best of my 

powers according to law. 

Midi change – this version and the following one would require legislation. 

I, Charles the Third, by the Grace of God King of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland &c, do solemnly and sincerely declare that I will do my utmost within my 
power to uphold the constitution, and the laws for the time being in force. 
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Possessions and the other Territories to any of them belonging or pertaining, 

according to their respective laws and customs?  

I solemnly promise so to do. 

Will you to your power cause Law and Justice, in Mercy, to be executed in all 

your judgements?  

I will 

Will you to the utmost of your power maintain the Laws of God and the true 

profession of the Gospel? Will you to the utmost of your power maintain in the 

United Kingdom the Protestant Reformed Religion established by law? Will you 

maintain and preserve inviolably the settlement of the Church of England, and 

the doctrine, worship, discipline, and government thereof, as by law established 

in England? And will you preserve unto the Bishops and Clergy of England, and 

to the Churches there committed to their charge, all such rights and privileges, as 

by law do or shall appertain to them or any of them?  

All this I promise to do. 

11, Where there was no amending legislation, a preambular explanation could be as 

follows: 

Sir, is Your Majesty willing to take the Oath 

And the King answering, 

I am willing, and in so doing affirm my commitment to democratic government, 

the rule of law with merciful justice, and religious liberty for all.  

Possible amendments  

12. A range is offered below. Except for the shortened, generic reference to 

Commonwealth realms which could be regarded as within the scope of implied repeal – 

and was contemplated even in 1952/3 to refer to the then much smaller number of 

realms - all the versions would otherwise require primary legislation.   

 Mini change 

Will you solemnly promise and swear to ensure to the best of your ability that the 

Peoples of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, of the 

Commonwealth countries where you are monarch, and of your Possessions and 

other Territories are governed according to their respective laws and customs?  

I solemnly promise so to do. 

Will you to your power cause Law and Justice, in Mercy, to be executed in all 

your judgements?  

I will 

Will you to your power maintain in Great Britain the forms of the Protestant 

Reformed Religion established by law and maintain throughout the United 
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Kingdom the protections and freedoms afforded in law to all types of religion 

and belief?  

 All this I promise to do. 

Midi change 

Will you solemnly promise and swear to ensure to the best of your ability that the 

Peoples of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, of the 

Commonwealth countries where you are monarch, and of your Possessions and 

other Territories are governed according to their respective laws and customs?  

I solemnly promise so to do. 

Will you in all your words and deeds uphold the values of justice, mercy, fairness, 

equality, understanding and respect for all your Peoples, from all their different 

backgrounds?  

I will 

Will you to your power respect the forms of the settlement of the Protestant 

religion as established by law in England and as established in Scotland by laws 

made in Scotland? Will you maintain tolerance and freedom, including religious 

tolerance, for all your Peoples regardless of their different races, religions, beliefs 

and cultures? 

All this I promise to do. 

Maxi change 

Will you solemnly promise and swear to ensure to the best of your ability that the 

Peoples of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, of the 

Commonwealth countries where you are monarch, and of your Possessions and 

other Territories are governed according to their respective laws and customs?  

I solemnly promise so to do. 

Will you in all your words and deeds uphold justice, mercy, fairness, equality, 

understanding and respect for all your Peoples, from all their different races, 

religions and cultures?  

I will 

Will you to your power maintain tolerance and freedom, including religious 

tolerance, and will you seek to uphold the rights of all your Peoples to observe 

their different religions and beliefs, without fear of persecution? 

All this I promise to do. 
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ANNEX B 

 

TEXT OF THE RELEVANT STATUTES, AND OATHS THEY PRESCRIBE31 

In the order in which they are sworn, the relevant statutes and texts are as follows. 

(I) The Scottish Oath 

This is required, but the text as opposed to the content is not specified, by the - 

Union with Scotland Act 1706 (1706 c. 11 6_Ann) 
¶ …. Side notes 
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Articles of Union and Act immediately above written Her Majesty with Advice and 

Consent aforesaid statutes enacts and ordains to be and continue in all time coming the 

Sure and perpetual Foundation of a compleat and entire Union of the two Kingdoms of 

Scotland and England under the express Condition and provision that this approbation 

and ratification of the foresaid Articles and Act shall be no ways binding on this Kingdom 

until the said Articles and Act be ratified approved and confirmed by Her Majesty with 

and by the Authority of the Parliament of England as they are now agreed to approved 

and confirmed by Her Majesty with and by the Authority of the Parliament of Scotland 

declaring nevertheless that the Parliament of England may provide for the Security of the 

Church of England as they think expedient to take place within the Bounds of the said 

Kingdom of England and not derogating from the Security above provided for establishing 

of the Church of Scotland within the Bounds of this Kingdom As also the said Parliament 

of England may extend the Additions and other Provisions contained in the Articles of 

Union as above insert in favours of the Subjects of Scotland to and in favours of the 

Subjects of England which shall not suspend or derogate from the force and effect of this 

present Ratification but shall be understood as herein included without the necessity of 

any new ratification in the Parliament of Scotland  

 

(II) Accession Declaration  

While the 1910 Act specifies the content of the oath, the requirement to swear is contained in the Bill 

of Rights Act 1688 as follows – 

Bill of Rights Act 1688 (1688 c.2 1 Will and Mar Sess 2) 

An Act declareing the Rights and Liberties of the Subject and Setleing the Succession of the 

Crowne. 

…And that every King and Queene of this Realme who at any time hereafter shall come to and 

succeede in the Imperiall Crowne of this Kingdome shall on the first day of the meeting of the 

first Parlyament next after his or her comeing to the Crowne sitting in his or her Throne in the 

House of Peeres in the presence of the Lords and Commons therein assembled or at his or her 

Coronation before such person or persons who shall administer the Coronation Oath to him or 

her at the time of his or her takeing the said Oath (which shall first happen) make subscribe and 

audibly repeate the Declaration mentioned in the Statute made in the thirtyeth yeare of the 

Raigne of King Charles the Second Entituled An Act for the more effectuall Preserveing the 

Kings Person and Government by disableing Papists from sitting in either House of Parlyament 

But if it shall happen that such King or Queene upon his or her Succession to the Crowne of 

this Realme shall be under the Age of twelve yeares then every such King or Queene shall make 

subscribe and audibly repeate the said Declaration at his or her Coronation or the first day of the 

meeting of the first Parlyament as aforesaid which shall first happen after such King or Queene 

shall have attained the said Age of twelve yeares 



31 
 

The word
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otherwise present at such their respective Coronations Any Law Statute or Usage to the contrary 

notwithstanding.  

(Source: legislation.gov.uk accessed 21 March 2017.)  
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ANNEX C 

STATEMENT OF CORONATION OATH CHANGES 1953 

 

Statement 25 February 1953, Hansard vol 511 cols 2091-3. 

 

The Prime Minister  

I should now like to make my statement in reply to Question No. 45. 

The terms of the Coronation Oath were first prescribed by the Act 1 William and Mary, chapter 
6. Since then its terms have been changed at least five times. On one occasion only has the 
change had legislative sanction, namely the change which was introduced as a result of the Act of 
Union with Scotland. The Treaty of Union had provided that in Scotland the religion professed 
by the people of Scotland should be preserved to them and confirmed by every King on his 
accession, and it was thought proper that similar provision should be made for the protection of 
the English Church in England. The Coronation Oath was altered and enlarged accordingly. 

For the many subsequent changes, large or small, which have been made in the terms of the 
Oath there was no legislative sanction. They were made at various times, and, in particular, after 
the Act of Union with Ireland, after the Disestablishment of the Irish Church, and also after the 
passing of the Statute of Westminster. On the last occasion the question whether the changes 
that were necessary to meet the new constitutional position could be made without an Act of 
Parliament was carefully considered and the Lord Chancellor and the Law Officers of the day 
advised that they could. 

I am advised by my noble Friend the Lord Chancellor that this opinion was clearly correct, and 
that the changes now proposed, which are, perhaps, less substantial than those made in 1937, but 
are required to meet the new constitutional position created by the Indian Independence Act, 
1947, and other statutes, can also be made without legislative sanction. 

Her Majesty's Government propose to follow this long line of precedents. To accept the view 
that changes in the terms of the Oath which are necessary to reconcile it with a changed 
constitutional [col 2092] position cannot be made except with the authority of an Act of 
Parliament would be to cast doubt upon the validity of the Oath administered to every Sovereign 
of this country since George I. 

If, as I am advised, the Coronation Oath can be lawfully administered in the terms now 
proposed, no useful purpose would be served by legislation. It must be remembered that at 
Westminster the Queen will be crowned Queen not only of the United Kingdom, but also of 
other self-governing countries of the Commonwealth. The form of Oath now proposed has 
been put to each of these countries and none has raised any objection, or has suggested that it is 
necessary to pass legislation in its own Parliament or in the Parliament of the United Kingdom. 
Indeed, it would not be possible in the time now remaining before the Coronation to arrange for 
legislation to be passed by the Commonwealth countries concerned. 

Mr. Attlee  

http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/people/mr-winston-churchill
http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/acts/indian-independence-act-1947
http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/acts/indian-independence-act-1947
http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/people/mr-clement-attlee


35 
 

May I say, having had some experience of these difficulties, that I think it is extremely 
satisfactory that agreement has been obtained throughout the Commonwealth on this Oath, and 
that we should be well advised to allow this to proceed without legislation? 

Mr. E. Fletcher  

May 1, with respect, put this to the Prime Minister? While no one would wish to throw doubt on 
the validity of the Coronation Oaths in the past, in view of the fact that the Coronation Oath is a 
Parliamentary creation, and is intended as a limitation on the Prerogative, is it not desirable, 
though it may be inconvenient, that any changes that are proposed this year should have 
legislative sanction, for which, I am sure, there would be no difficulty in making the appropriate 
arrangements on a non-controversial basis? It is a matter which affects the rights of Parliament, 
and not merely the rights of the Executive. 

The Prime Minister  

I think those important and weighty points have been covered by the answer which I have given 
to the House. 

Mr. Healy  

Could the right hon. Gentleman tell us whether he has considered the speech of an important 
member of the Irish Government in regard to this matter? [ col. 2093] 

The Prime Minister  

Is the hon. Gentleman speaking for the Irish Government of Northern Ireland or for the Eire 
Government, I believe it is—the Government of the Republic? 

Mr. Healy  

The official name is the Government of Ireland, not the Government of Northern Ireland, 
which is a very small part of Ireland. 

Mr. Emrys Hughes  

Is the Prime Minister aware that there is a strong feeling in Scotland about the Oath being taken 
to a Queen Elizabeth II on the ground of historical inaccuracy? In view of his great claim to 
historical accuracy himself, will he not do something' to meet this very strong resentment in 
Scotland? 

The Prime Minister  

I shall be very glad to hear from the hon. Member if he will put his question in the pillar box. 
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ANNEX D 

REGENT’S OATH UNDER THE REGENCY ACT 1937 

I swear that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to [here insert the name of the Sovereign] his heirs 
and successors according to law. So help me God. 
 
2. I swear that I will truly and faithfully execute the office of Regent, and that I will govern 
according to law, and will, in all things, to the utmost of my power and ability, consult and 
maintain the safety, honour, and dignity of [here insert the name of the Sovereign] and the welfare of 
his people. So help me God. 
 

3. I swear that I will inviolably maintain and preserve in England and in Scotland the Settlement 

of the true Protestant religion as established by law in England and as established in Scotland by 

the laws made in Scotland in prosecution of the Claim of Right, and particularly by an Act 

intituled “An Act for Securing the Protestant Religion and Presbyterian Church Government” 

and by the Acts passed in the Parliament of both Kingdoms for Union of the two Kingdoms, 

together with the Government, Worship, Discipline, Rights, and Privileges of the Church of 

Scotland. So help me God. 
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