
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/FS21_rev_1_Housing_en.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26916&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26916&LangID=E
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/police-soldiers-forcibly-evict-more-than-1000-rail-workers-and-their-families/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/10.13169/statecrime.7.2.0278.pdf
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Internal displacement   

After brutally violent crackdowns on anti-regime protestors and the imposition of martial law, 

thousands of residents - most of them thought to be migrant workers - left Hlaing Tharyar township and 

other townships under martial law for other areas.7 

On 6th March, a local NLD party official in Yangon was attacked and taken away at gunpoint from his 
home. The following morning, his family was informed about his death by the police. The severe wounds 
on his body covered in a bloody shroud suggested he had been severely tortured.8 Many human rights 
activists, politicians and party officials, CDM participants and journalists are in need of safe houses.9 
However, one of the first steps the military took following the coup was to reorganize the local 
administration in urban wards and villages, firing the existing administrators and replacing them with 
those loyal to the military. This is important as the local administrators are responsible for keeping 
track of those resident in their area, through both household registration lists documenting who is 
legally resident in the ward/village and previously through the use of guest registrations.10 Following the 
coup, the military reinstated the guest registration regulation, requiring households to register all 
overnight guests with the local administrator.11 By replacing the ward/village administrators, the military 
can control residents’ freedom of movement, choice of residence, and can ensure household-level 
surveillance of the local population, making it difficult for at-risk individuals to evade capture.  

 

2. Impacts on urban poor communities and people with precarious or pending citizenship status   
 

Urban poor neighbourhoods under martial law  

On 14th 

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/ethnic-chinese-03162021181531.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/03/09/myanmar-urgently-investigate-nld-officials-death-custody
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/lower-house-abolishes-overnight-guest-registration.html
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/myanmar-army-tightens-laws-on-overnight-guests-as-police-hunt-street-protesters
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rationale behind the coup was alleged voter fraud and have extensively discussed their allegations of 
voter lists, which are based on household lists, containing non-

https://www.gnlm.com.mm/senior-general-makes-speech-at-union-government-meeting/
https://jacobinmag.com/2021/03/myanmar-burma-general-strike-coup
https://myanmar.un.org/en/116443-rising-food-and-fuel-prices-looming-threat-poorest-and-most-vulnerable-myanmar-warns-wfp
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/03/myanmar-arsenal-troops-deployed-crackdown/
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-military-junta-suspends-laws-protecting-citizens-privacy-crack-opposition.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/03/02/myanmar-post-coup-legal-changes-erode-human-rights
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-security-forces-rob-local-residents-yangon.html
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/factory-interview-03192021174144.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-vigilante-groups-formed-handle-night-thugs.html
https://www.ft.com/content/ac3956dd-b0e4-4dc5-bab6-e8dc45e9504f
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On 17th March, the military announced that ƚŚĞǇ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ƐŚŽŽƚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ͛Ɛ�ŚŽƵƐĞƐ�ƵŶůĞƐƐ�ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐ�

remove defensive roadblocks which were set up during escalating one-sided violence.21  Myanmar 

residents are facing daily violations of the right to be free from arbitrary interference with one’s home, 

privacy and family. Even if residents have physical accommodation, and even if they are not 

participating in any protest, residents are under the threat all the time by just being there. For example, 

many residents reported on social media that stray bullets hit their balconies and windows. Many 

people including children are traumatized by hearing the sound of gun fire and shooting, even though 

they are just staying at home. As the crackdowns are indiscriminate, such terror increases regardless of 

residents’ involvement in anti-coup protests. The degree of terror can be also affected by the physical 

level of protection afforded by the housing, for example barricades, high walls, gated compounds, etc. 

People who can afford to stay in fortified properties have more physical protection but still may have 

their activities scrutinized by military informants. 

Under this grim situation, some feel that even the home is not safe anymore.  

For live reports on evictions on twitter follow: @EvictionsWatch and check out their evictions and 
displacement mapping on google maps here.  

 
21https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/regimes-forces-threaten-to-shoot-into-peoples-homes-unless-residents-remove-roadblocks 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1NyqtQfkOcyBrR6j3mixu-p1DlqDgULVL&ll=19.090061359990354%2C87.74462284999998&z=4
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/regimes-forces-threaten-to-shoot-into-peoples-homes-unless-residents-remove-roadblocks

