
Almshouse Resilient Communities (ARC) for the Future ς Project Overview 
 
This short overview of the project sets out the background on the need for better quality social 
housing for older people and the potential of the almshouse charity model as an alternative to the 
predominant binary choice of private or local authority development. The project’s three-way 
perspective (focusing on social, built environment and governance resilience), its aims and 
deliverables are described.  
 

 
 
Social housing in the UK is failing older people [1] and costing the economy an estimated £286m per 
annum [2]. Health and housing are closely related; inadequate housing has contributed to increased 
mortality from Covid-19 [3]. The Covid-19 Marmot Review identified community resilience as an 
essential goal to reduce health and social inequalities. Almshouse Resilient Communities for the 
Future (ARC) will identify determinants of resilient older-age communities in almshouse settings.  
 
The project includes seven community partners: Whiteley Homes Trust, Surrey; United St Saviour’s 
Charity, London; Sir Josiah Mason Trust, West Midlands; Durham Aged Mineworkers’ Homes 
Association; Legacy East Almshouse Partnership, East Anglia; Southwark Charities; and Bristol 



Charities. In the UK, approximately 33,500 people live in almshouses and most are older adults. 
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