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IOE students are also subject to the UCL Code of Practice for Research Degrees and to the UCL 
Research Governance and Ethics Policies and Procedures. 
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3.6 A qualifying examination may not serve in lieu of a satisfactory result in an approved English 
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9.1.4 that the thesis makes a distinct and significant contribution to the knowledge of the field of 
study and affords evidence of originality and capacity for autonomous research (see paragraph 
10); and  

9.1.5 that he/she possesses a conceptual understanding of the integration of all elements of 
his/her studies.  

9.2 Candidates must normally submit their thesis for examination within four calendar years of the 
date of the initial registration for the degree. The appropriate authorities of UCL may grant 
permission for a longer period of study in accordance with agreed procedures.  

9.3 The successful completion of the Doctor in Educational Psychology (Professional Educational, 
Child and Adolescent Psychology) provides eligibility to register with the Health and Care 
Professions Council as a Practitioner Psychologist with the protected title Educational 
Psychologist and BPS accredited entry training to the Profession of Educational Psychology with 
eligibility for Chartered status.  

9.4 Candidates unable to complete the DEdPsy(PECAP) degree programme may apply for the 
award of either:  

9.4.1 a Postgraduate Diploma in Educational Psychology (see 9.6 and 9.7). This qualification does 
not permit entry to the Profession of Educational Psychology.  

9.4.2 or the Master of Science (MSc) in Theoretical Educational Psychology (see 9.8). This 
qualification does not permit entry to the Profession of Educational Psychology.  

9.5 The award of the Postgraduate Diploma in Educational Psychology shall be made to 
candidates who have satisfactorily completed the course of study and formal assessments 
associated with the academic taught components of the degree programme and specified 
academic elements of the professional development portfolio as published in the programme 
handbook. Candidates awarded the Postgraduate Diploma in Educational Psychology shall not 
subsequently be permitted to present themselves for assessment for the DEdPsy(PECAP).  

9.6 A student who fails to satisfy the examiners in the professional development portfolio on two 
occasions shall not be permitted to continue with his or her programme of study, but may be 
considered for the award of the Postgraduate Diploma if he or she has attained a satisfactory 
overall standard in formal assessments associated with the academic taught element of the 
degree and in specified academic elements of the professional development portfolio as published 
in the programme handbook.  

9.7 The award of the Master of Science (MSc) in Theoretical Educational Psychology shall be 
made to candidates who have satisfactorily completed the course of study and formal 
assessments associated with the academic taught components of the degree programme and 
have successfully completed the Year 1 and Year 2 Research Reports.  

9.8 A student who fails to satisfy the examiners in the DEdPsy(PECAP) thesis may be considered 
for the award of the MSc degree if he or she has attained a satisfactory overall standard in formal 
assessments associated with the taught element and has successfully completed the Year 1 and 
Year 2 Research Reports.  

9.9 Candidates awarded the MSc shall not subsequently be permitted to present themselves for 
assessment for the DEdPsy(PECAP) degree.  
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10.5 A candidate will not be permitted to submit as his/her thesis which has been submitted for a 
degree or comparable award of this or any other university or institution, but a candidate shall not 
be precluded from incorporating in a thesis covering a wider field work which he/she has already 
submitted for a degree or comparable award of this or any other university or institution provided 
that he/she shall indicate on his/her entry form and also on his/her thesis any work which has been 
so incorporated.  

10.6 A candidate may submit the results of work done in conjunction with his/her supervisor, 
and/or with fellow research workers provided that the candidate states clearly his/her own 
personal contribution to the investigation and that the statement is certified by the co-researcher(s) 
or supervisor.  

10.7 Work already published including that published in joint names may be included only if it 
forms an integral part of the thesis and thereby makes a relevant contribution to the main theme of 
the thesis. A series of publications alone is not acceptable as a thesis.  

10.8 Work undertaken during registration for the DEdPsy(PECAP) degree as part of other 
elements of the degree may be included in the thesis provided the candidate indicates on the 
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11.8 Prior to the oral examination, the candidate will be required to submit an electronic copy and 
two paper copies of his/her thesis printed and bound in accordance with instructions obtainable 
from the Programme Leader. A candidate may be required to provide a third copy of his/her thesis 
if a third examiner is appointed at any stage in the examination process.  

11.9 A student must normally submit his or her thesis for examination within one year of 
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available to the members of an appeals committee in the case of an appeal against the result of 
the examination (see also 13.3). 

14. Outcome of Examination of Thesis 

14.1 The award of the degree shall be dependent on a satisfactory defense of the thesis in the 
oral examination as well as successful completion of all the other elements of the course as 
detailed in paragraph 5.1 above. The oral examination shall be designed to test the thesis against 
the criteria stated in paragraph 10 above. The possible outcomes of the oral examination are:  

Pass 

14.1.1 If the thesis fulfils the criteria set out in these regulations and the candidate satisfies the 
examiners in the oral examination, the examiners shall report to the Research Degrees 
Examination Board that the candidate has satisfied them in the examination for the 
DEdPsy(PECAP) degree. 

Pass subject to corrections within one month 

14.1.2 If the thesis otherwise fulfils the criteria but require(s) corrections (i.e. typographical errors, 
occasional stylistic or grammatical flaws, corrections to references/bibliography etc.), and if the 
candidate satisfies the examiners in the oral examination, the examiners may require the 
candidate to make such corrections within one month of having been notified of the required 
corrections. The examiners shall be required to advise the student of the corrections in writing 
following the oral examination. The corrected thesis shall be submitted to one of the examiners 
nominated by them, or, if they so decide the supervisor, for confirmation that the corrections are 
satisfactory.  

Pass subject to minor amendments within six months 

14.1.3 If the thesis otherwise fulfils the criteria but require(s) amendments (i.e. stated minor 
deficiencies, requiring some textual revision) and if the candidate satisfies the examiners in the 
oral examination, the examiners may require the candidate to make such amendments specified 
by them within six months of having been notified of the required minor amendments. The 
examiners shall be required to advise the student of the amendments in writing following the oral 
examination. The amended thesis shall be submitted to the examiners or one of their number 
nominated by them for confirmation that the amendments are satisfactory. If the candidate fails to 
make the minor amendments in the specified time-frame or the examiner is unable to confirm that 
the amendments are satisfactory, the procedure outlined in 141.4 shall be followed.  

Referral – re-present within 12 months 

14.1.4 If the thesis, though judged not to meet the standard required, shall seem of sufficient merit 
to justify such action, the Examiners may determine that the candidate be permitted to re-present 
his/her thesis in a revised form within twelve months. The Examiners shall not, however, make 
such a decision without submitting the candidate to an oral examination. Following the oral 
examination the examiners shall be required to advise the student in writing of the additional work 
required before the thesis is re-presented. The Examiners may at their discretion exempt from a 
further oral examination, on re- presentation of his/her thesis, a candidate who under this 
regulation has been permitted to re-present it in a revised form.  

14.1.5 If the thesis satisfies the criteria for the degree, but the candidate fails to satisfy the 
Examiners at the oral examination, the Examiners may determine that the candidate be permitted 



14 

to re-present the same thesis, and submit to a further oral examination within a period specified by 
them and not exceeding 12 months. 

Fail – may not re-present  

14.1.6 The Examiners may determine that the candidate has not satisfied them in the examination 
and that the candidate may not be permitted to resubmit the thesis in a revised form. The 
Examiners shall not, however, save in very exceptional circumstances; make such a decision 
without submitting the candidate to an oral examination.  

14.2 If the examiners are unable to reach agreement, their reports shall be referred to the 
Research Degrees Examination Board which shall determine the action to be taken.  

14.3 A candidate who fails to satisfy the examiners will not be permitted to re-enter for the 
examination.  

15. Notification of Result of DEdPsy(PECAP) Examinations 

15.1 After the report of the examiners for the thesis has been considered by the Research 
Degrees Examination Board the candidate shall be notified by Student and Registry Services of 
the result of his/her examination. The degree shall not be awarded until copies of the thesis have 
been lodged with IOE in accordance with regulation 9.11) and all other requirements for the award 
of the degree have been met.  

15.2 A diploma under the seal of the UCL shall be subsequently delivered to each candidate who 
has been awarded a degree.  

15.3 The diploma for the degree will bear the names of the candidate in the form in which they 
appear in the records of UCL at the date of issue.  
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1.2 Postgraduate Diploma in Educational Psychology 

REGULATIONS FOR POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY 

Students who register initially for the degree of Doctor in Educational Psychology (Professional 
Educational, Child and Adolescent Psychology) may be awarded the Postgraduate Diploma in 
Educational Psychology in accordance with the provisions below.  

1. Conditions of Award 

1.1 Students who successfully complete the taught element of the DEdPsy(PECAP) degree by 
achieving a pass grade in each of the required academic courses through studies at UCL as 
specified in 8.6 of the DEdPsy(PECAP) regulations are eligible to be considered for the award of 
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3.3 The diploma will bear the names of the candidate in the form in which they appear in the 
records of UCL at the date of issue.  
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